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Hemoperitoneum caused by accessory spleen rupture – An 
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Clinical Image Description

	 Accessory	 spleens	 are	 a	 consequence	 of	 fetal	 differentiation	 failures.	 Ectopic	 spleens	develop	 in	
atypical locations in a 10-30% of cases [1,2].

 68-year-old male patient who had an incisional and umbilical hernia laparoscopic repair with mesh 
is discharged one day after surgery. Later that day, returns to the Hospital presenting an acute abdomen. A 
laparotomy was performed disclosing hemoperitoneum caused by an omentum highly vascularized mass 
(Figures 1 & 2).

The specimen was analyzed by the Pathology Department revealing a ruptured accessory spleen.
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