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Description

 The authors present a case of a 87-year-old woman who went to emergency department because of 
a rapid growth, painful mass of the left breast with one month of evolution. On physical examination, the 
patient has a hard, ulcerated and friable exuberant mass, occupying the whole of the left breast, with des-
truction of the areola and the nipple (Figures 1 & 2)

 Mammography (Figure 3) and mammary ultrasound showed a solid mass with lobulated contours, 
sparing only part of the upper outer quadrant of the left breast, at least with 14 centimeters.

	 Core	needle	biopsy	of	the	breast	mass	revealed	moderately	differentiated	ulcerated	squamous	cell	
carcinoma. Staging exams (thoracic and abdominal CT, and bone scintigraphy) excluded metastatic di-
sease.

 The patient was submitted to a mastectomy. The histopathological exam revealed metaplastic carci-
noma of the breast (squamous), grade III of Bloom, measuring 19.5 cm with cutaneous ulceration (pT4b); 
ER positive, PR negative, Cerb-B2 negative, Ki-67 90%, CK19 positively focal; absence of lymphovascular 
embolizations and perineural permeation.
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Figure 1: Ulcerated and friable exuberant 
mass of the left breast

Figure 2: Destruction of the areola and the nipple of the left breast by 
the tumor mass growth

Figure 3: Mammography of the left breast showed a solid mass with lobulated contours sparing only part of the upper outer 
quadrant  
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